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(i) Date of application;
(ii) Date of and basis for disposition;
(iii) Facts essential to determination

of initial and continuing eligibility;
(iv) Provision of medical assistance;
(v) Basis for discontinuing assist-

ance;
(vi) The disposition of income and

eligibility verification information re-
ceived under §§ 435.940 through 435.960 of
this subchapter; and

(2) Statistical, fiscal, and other
records necessary for reporting and ac-
countability as required by the Sec-
retary.

(c) Retention of records. The plan must
provide that the records required under
paragraph (b) of this section will be re-
tained for the periods required by the
Secretary.

(d) Conditions for optional use of micro-
film copies. The agency may substitute
certified microfilm copies for the origi-
nals of substantiating documents re-
quired for Federal audit and review, if
the conditions in paragraphs (d)(1)
through (4) of this section are met.

(1) The agency must make a study of
its record storage and must show that
the use of microfilm is efficient and ec-
onomical.

(2) The microfilm system must not
hinder the agency’s supervision and
control of the Medicaid program.

(3) The microfilm system must—
(i) Enable the State to audit the pro-

priety of expenditures for which FFP is
claimed; and

(ii) Enable the HHS Audit Agency
and HCFA to properly discharge their
respective responsibilities for review-
ing the manner in which the Medicaid
program is being administered.

(4) The agency must obtain approval
from the HCFA regional office indicat-
ing—

(i) The system meets the conditions
of paragraphs (d)(2) and (3) of this sec-
tion; and

(ii) The microfilming procedures are
reliable and are supported by an ade-
quate retrieval system.

[44 FR 17931, Mar. 23, 1979, as amended at 51
FR 7210, Feb. 28, 1986]

§ 431.18 Availability of agency pro-
gram manuals.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section,
based on section 1902(a)(4) of the Act,

prescribes State plan requirements for
facilitating access to Medicaid rules
and policies by individuals outside the
State Medicaid agency.

(b) State plan requirements. A State
plan must provide that the Medicaid
agency meets the requirements of para-
graphs (c) through (g) of this section.

(c) Availability in agency offices. (1)
The agency must maintain, in all its
offices, copies of its current rules and
policies that affect the public, includ-
ing those that govern eligibility, provi-
sion of medical assistance, covered
services, and recipient rights and re-
sponsibilities.

(2) These documents must be avail-
able upon request for review, study,
and reproduction by individuals during
regular working hours of the agency.

(d) Availability through other entities.
The agency must provide copies of its
current rules and policies to—

(1) Public and university libraries;
(2) The local or district offices of the

Bureau of Indian Affairs;
(3) Welfare and legal services offices;

and
(4) Other entities that—
(i) Request the material in order to

make it accessible to the public;
(ii) Are centrally located and acces-

sible to a substantial number of the re-
cipient population they serve; and

(iii) Agree to accept responsibility
for filing all amendments or changes
forwarded by the agency.

(e) Availability in relation to fair hear-
ings. The agency must make available
to an applicant or recipient, or his rep-
resentative, a copy of the specific pol-
icy materials necessary—

(1) To determine whether to request a
fair hearing; or

(2) To prepare for a fair hearing.
(f) Availability for other purposes. The

agency must establish rules for making
program policy materials available to
individuals who request them for other
purposes.

(g) Charges for reproduction. The agen-
cy must make copies of its program
policy materials available without
charge or at a charge related to the
cost of reproduction.

[44 FR 17931, Mar. 23, 1979]
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